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Chairman Arconti, Chairman Needleman, Members of the Committee, 
 
 
My name is Len Greene and I am Head of Government Affairs and Communications for FirstLight Power. 
FirstLight Power (FirstLight) is a leading clean power and energy storage producer, developer and energy 
storage company in the Northeast with a portfolio that includes nearly 1,400 megawatts of pumped-
hydro storage, battery storage, hydroelectric generation and solar generation – the largest clean energy 
generation portfolio in New England today. 
 
Support: House Bill 5325, “An Act Requiring the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental 
Protection to Make Recommendations Regarding Hydropower” 
 
FirstLight appreciates the opportunity to support H.B. 5325 and offers the following recommendations. 
We wholeheartedly support an examination of the role that existing renewable resources, including 
hydropower, can play in achieving Connecticut’s aggressive effort to decarbonize the electric sector. 
Existing renewables such as hydropower have played an important role in the evolution of our electric 
grid for more than 100 years in Connecticut and can be relied upon to continue supplying zero-emission 
electricity to the state.   
 
Existing hydropower in Connecticut can do more to lower emissions than it does now.  Unlike other 
technologies that qualify for existing state policy incentives, most existing hydropower resources 
operate strictly as merchant electric generation and dispatch according to market signals in the ISO-NE 
energy markets – a strategy that does not optimize the deployment of these resources for emissions 
reduction.  
 
For instance, hydro could be be paired with other resources to decrease carbon emissions and increase 
the reliability, resiliency, and dispatchability of these facilities. Another concept that should be explored 
under the CES is the possibility of reshaping how and when existing hydropower resources are 
dispatched, which could increase their effectiveness in offsetting carbon emitting peaking facilities. 
Existing hydropower resources can offer additional value, particularly during periods of higher carbon 
intensity, which is not accounted for or incentivized under existing energy market constructs.  
 
We recommend that the Committee consider amending H.B. 5325 to clarify that the Connecticut 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) include in its modelling the role that 
existing hydropower can play in the current Comprehensive Energy Strategy that is just getting 



 

underway now. Connecticut will need to identify every possible pathway to achieve a full 
decarbonization of the electric sector, and optimizing the  use of existing resources can be a cost-
effective and expeditious part of that strategy. Given the fact that they are already built and operating in 
the state, it stands to reason that these resources can contribute to decarbonization goals in a more 
immediate timeframe. We urge the committee to consider requiring this examination in the 2022 
Comprehensive Energy Standard rather than wait for the next iteration, which will not be completed 
until 2026.  
 
Oppose:  House Bill 5327 “An Act Concerning Energy Storage Systems and Electric Distribution System 
Reliability” 
 
FirstLight opposes H.B. 5327, which would allow utilities to “permit the preauthorization of energy 
storage systems that enhance reliability” and “create a pilot program to demonstrate how energy 
storage systems can increase the resiliency of critical infrastructure”. As the largest owner and operator 
of enery storage in New England we believe that this bill is an unnecessary measure that runs contrary 
to Connecticut’s current policy objectives. The energy storage industry has matured greatly over the 
past several years and competition in the region is driving costs for new development to new lows each 
year. PURA has a current proceeding that allows competitive procurement of non-wires alternatives -- a 
faster and more consumer-friendly way of approaching this issue.   
 
Third party developers of energy storage are fully capable of helping the state achieve its reliability and 
resiliency goals, and competitive procurement will ensure that they do so at the lowest cost to 
ratepayers. H.B. 5327 would effectively eliminate competition for portion of the state’s policy goals and 
would unnecessarily result in higher costs to consumers. Further, the lack of a competitive process for 
these projects may dampen the state’s prospects for more robust investment in energy storage projects 
in the future. We urge the committee’s rejection of the bill.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Len Greene 
Head of Government Affairs & Communications 
Leonard.Greene@firstlightpower.com  
FirstLight Power 
143 West Street Suite E 
New Milford, CT 06776 
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